West Tennessee STEM Talk
Student Newsletter

Greetings from the West TN STEM Hub! We are a STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, Math) resource for West TN. Each quarter you will receive an
update on current STEM happenings, events, and accomplishments for the
West TN region. Please enjoy this second edition of the STEM Talk newsletter.
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Regional Report: West Tennessee Central
Rising 6th, 7th, and 8th graders worked
individually and in teams through a series
of hands-on STEM-based activities.
Campers learned applicable science
concepts such as gears, friction, energy,
and power, ratios, and data graphing, to
build a complete solar car for a Junior
Solar Sprint Competition. They competed
to design and build a cantilever structure
that can hold the most mass before
collapsing. Campers used LabQuest
instrumentation to explore concepts in
physical and biological science. At the end
of the week, awards were presented to
activity winners.

Regional Report: West Tennessee North
The Newbern City Library and the McIver's Grant Public
Library declared this summer’s theme 'Fizz, Boom, Read!' This
program seeks to incorporate STEM concepts as well as a
love of books through free sessions for children pre-K
through 18 years old on Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays
this summer at McIver’s Grant Public Library and weekly
activities at Newbern City Library."(The summer reading
program aids) children in maintaining their reading skills
throughout the summer," said McIver’s Grant Public Library
Director, Regina Patterson. "Literacy goes hand in hand with
the STEM program. STEM is important, but you can't do any
of that if you can't read.” The libraries have fun and
interactive programs ranging from Lego construction and
Chemical reactions in the Kids Zone to the “Spark a Reaction”
program seeking to engage 13-18 year old students.

Regional Report: West
Tennessee South
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Shelby Scholars Program (SSSI) is a
summer STEM program for Shelby County
middle school students at the University of
Memphis. The students learn through
problem-based activities and inquirybased learning that reflects real world
problems. Students are exposed to hightech equipment and cutting-edge
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applications. In addition to the STEM
topics they learn, they are also exposed to
writing, geography, and economics which
are integrated into their projects. The goal
of this program is to prepare students for
high school STEM courses as well as
encourage their enrollment in these
courses. For more information go to
http://www.shelbyscholars.org/index.html
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